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[ 49 CFR Part 1781
[Docket No. BM-25; Notice No. 69-15]

SHIPPING CONTAINER
SPECIFICATIONS .

Fiberboard Boxes

The Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board is considering amending
§ 178.205-37 of the Department’s Haz-
ardous Materials Regulations to specify
eertain requirements for packagings of
gcid electrolyte consistent with the terms
of special permits which have been is-
sued by the Department for more than
5 years. -~

Interested persons are invited to give
their views on this proposal. Communi-
cations should identify the docket num-
ber and be submitted in duplicate to the
Secretary, Hazardous Materials Regula-
tions Board, Department of Transporta-
tion, 400 Sixth.Sireet SW., Washington,
D.C. 20590. Communications receivéd on
or before July 22, 1969, will be considered
before final action is taken on the pro-
posal. All comments received ‘will be
available for examination by interested
persons at the Office of the Secretary,
Hazardous Materials Regulations Board,
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both before, and after the closing date
for comments.”

Experience gained in the shipping of
several million packages under the provi-
sions of special permits issued by the
Department indicates that the packaging
under consideration is reliable and pro-
vides for an adequate and safe package
consistent with the degree of hazard of
the material to be shipped.

The present requirements in section
178.205-37 of the Hazardous Materials
Regulations relate only to a package-size
limitation of 5 gallons. The packaging
propos‘ed would provide two quantity
limitations, 6 quarts and 5 gallons, con-

sistent with present day shipping prac-

tices. For a package of 6 quarts or less
capacity, there would be a 75-pound re-
duction in the strength of fiberboard re-
quired for the DOT Specification 12B
box, and for capacities from 6 quarts to
5 gallons there would be an increase in
fiberboard strength of 75 pounds. Also,
it is proposed to- reduce 'the minimum
wall thickness for each bag of-a double
insert from 0.004 inch to 0.003 inch thick-
ness based on special permit experience.

In consideration of the foregoing, it
is proposed to amend paragraphs (a)
and (b), paragraphs (¢) (1) and (2) of
§ 178.205-37 to read as follows:

§178.205 Specification 12B; fiberboard
boxes.

§ 178.205~37 Special box; authorized
polyethylene or other suitable plastic
bags for packaging of _electrolyte
(acid) or alkaline corrosive bauery
fluid only.

(a) Box must comply with this speci-
fication except as follows: Box must be
of one-piece construction of slotted style
and may have die-cut areas of minimum
size to provide access to an inside closure
part, Box must have two polyethylene
or other suitable plastic bags, one within

the other, and a closure adequate to pre-.

vent ‘leakage under conditions incident
to transportation. Each™ bag must be
formed from tubing of virgin plastic ma-
terial not less than 0.003 inch thick with
joints heat sealed.

(b) Boxes must be center special slot-
ted style, exceptthat regular slotted style
boxes may be used if fitted with full top

and bottom pads. If any metal is used in

the box construction, full liners and top
and bottom pads are required. Any metal

closure for a discharge tube must be in--

stalled so as to prevent contact with the
polyethylene bag. Discharge tubes must
be plugged or heat sealed. Maximum
yolumetric capacity must not exceed 's
gallons (nominal).

(1) For boxes having capacities of 6
quarts (nominal) or less, fiberboard of at
least 200~-pound test is required for con-
struction. Pads must be of fiberboard of
at least 200-pound test or of equivalent
material such as chipboard.

" (2) For boxes having capacities in ex-

cess of,6 quarts, fiberboard of at least
350-pound test is reguired. Pads must
be of fiberboard of at least 350-pound test
or of equivalent material such as chip-
board.

(c) % & *
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+ (1) Box with inside container filled fo
shipping capacity with a solution whieh
is compatible with. the plastic bags must
be dropped twice from a height of 4
feet onto concrete, one drop to be made
with the box positioned so as to strike
flat on the box bottom, the other drop to
be made so box will strike flat on the
largest face.

(2) Box with inside container fillted to
shipping capacity with a solution which
is compatible with the plastic bags, and
remains liquid at 0° F. or lower shall be
dropped once from s height of 4 feet
onto concrete, when container and con-
tents are at or below 0° F. Box shall be
positioned so as to strike flat on the box
bhottom.

- * * - *

This proposal is made under the au-
thority of sections 831-835 of title 18,
United States Code, section 9 of the De—
partment of Transportation Act (49
T.S.C. 1657) and title VI and section 802
(h) of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958
(49 U.S.C. 1421-1430 and 1472(h)).

Issued in Washington, D.C., on May 21
1969.

A Y

C.P. MURPHY,
Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard,
by direction of Commandant,
.U.S. Coast Guard.

R.N. WHITMAN,
Administrator,
Federal Railroad Administration.

. F. C. TURNER,
Adminisirator,
Federal Highway Administration.

Sam SCHNEIDER,
Board Member for the
Federal Aviation Administration.

{FR. Doc. 69-6305; Filed, May 27, 1969;
8:45 amm.]

AL TRADE COMMSSIGN
[ 16 CFR Part 2431
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